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The Solution 
Bushnell-Prairie City Unit School District #170

The Bushnell-Prairie City Board of Education is comprised of seven 
dedicated individuals elected from within our 132 mile district boundaries. 
Pictured above after another evening spent in strategic planning and 
developing district goals, (left to right) is President Jerrie Walters, Mark 
Ferguson, Vice-President Mary Mendenhall, Jonathan Miller, and Secretary 
John McCleery (not pictured, members John Oakman and Craig Pierce). 
School board members in Illinois serve their local school districts without 
pay and devote hundreds of personal hours to evening meetings, events, 
and professional development, designed to promote and provide the best 
possible education for the students of Bushnell-Prairie City Unit School 
District 170. See pages 5-6 to learn more about the successful efforts of 
your elected school board officials. 

“Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and success have no 
meaning.”                                                                                    

- Benjamin Franklin



Superintendent’s 
Welcome 
Superintendent of Schools,  
Kathy Dinger 

Hello and welcome to the first edition of the B-
PC Solution. Whether you attended our schools,  
are a parent of children who were or are 
students, or simply live within our district 
boundaries, I thank you for taking the time to 
read and learn more about what is happening 
in Bushnell-Prairie City Schools. Our 
communities will only be as strong as our 
schools, and I welcome your interest and 
feedback. 

As I look forward to completing my fourth year, 
I could not be more grateful for the continued 
opportunity to serve as Superintendent of B-PC 
Schools. When hired by the Board of Education, 
and then Board President Steve Hess, I 
remember him asking me, “After you’ve been 
here for 20 years, what do you want your 
legacy to be?” My answer today would be the 
same as it was then, “For B-PC to be the little 
district that could.” Even in such turbulent 
times in Illinois with budget impasses, 
increasing teacher shortages, and decreasing 
enrollment in rural schools, we are becoming 
the “little district that could”. We have worked 
hard to provide students with new learning 
materials, hire the best teachers available by 
staying regionally competitive, and maintain 
our learning and athletic facilities - all while 
being financially responsible. 

So why title this newsletter “The B-PC 
Solution”? We’ve all heard the saying, “Be part 
of the solution, not part of the problem.” That’s 
the attitude I see every day in our students and 
teachers, and in school community members 
who step forward to attend or support school 
events, activities, and initiatives. While there 
will always be the negative minority (who often 

times have the loudest voices), we are blessed 
in Bushnell-Prairie City Schools to have so 
many who give so much time, energy, and input 
to be part of our solution - and so . . . I 
welcome you to enjoy this very first edition of 
The B-PC Solution and join us on our journey to 
making ours . . . the little district that could! 

Bushnell-Prairie City 
Education Foundation 
New Lockers at B-PC High School 

The Bushnell-Prairie City Education Foundation 
continues to support district initiatives.  

Most recently, under the direction of President 
Gary Cooper, the Foundation committed funds 
to purchase and install new lockers at B-PC 
High School. Originally installed in 1954, 
lockers are badly deteriorated and many non-
functioning and beyond repair. The Foundation 
has committed $20,000 from existing funds and 
has several fund raising opportunities planned.  

There are several ways to support this much 
needed improvement to the High School. 
Information will be provided in the Democrat; 
flyers will be available in local businesses; and a 
GoFundMe page has been established. 
Donations can be mailed to the Foundation at 
PO Box 94, Bushnell, IL 61422 or by visiting the 
District Website at www.bpcschools.org. 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District Partnerships 
We are fortunate to have partnerships with many who support our students and 
programs. Listed below are just a few of these groups. 

B-PC ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 
Bushnell-Prairie City Schools have always been the recipient of amazing support from the 
community. You only have to look as far as the High School and the all-weather track to see the 
generosity provided by so many! The B-PC Athletic Booster Club is alive and well; continuing to 
provide much-needed equipment to our numerous athletic programs. Most recently, the Booster 
Club provided financial support to completely renovate the baseball field. Booster Club members 
also give up countless evening hours to stock and work concession stands starting in the fall during 
football, through the entire school year until the track season concludes. The Booster Club meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Library and always welcomes 
new membership.  

B-PC BAND BOOSTERS 
The club helps promote an interest in band music within the community and works tirelessly to 
help raise funds that support the band program and its students. Members recently put on two 
Music Trivia Night fundraisers and a silent auction in support of their upcoming trip to Florida. The 
Band Boosters always welcome new membership. Annual dues are only $7.00 and they meet the 
first Tuesday of each month in the High School Band Room at 5:30 pm. Please look for the Band 
Boosters on Facebook or contact them at bpcbandboosters@gmail.com. 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 
Initiated by the Women’s Guild at St. Bernard Catholic Church, the Backpack Program is an area 
cooperative started in 2014 to insure that our youngest students don’t go hungry on weekends. 
Now supported by numerous individuals with the Bushnell VFW serving as the fiscal agent, over 40 
families are discreetly provided bags on Fridays that contain non-perishable items for snacks, 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner.   

YMCA OF MCDONOUGH COUNTY 
While primarily located in Macomb, the YMCA of McDonough County continues to expand its 
presence in Bushnell and is actively committed to providing resources and programming to students 
and families. Most recently, the YMCA started a free, before school program to offer a safe and 
supervised environment for children who may benefit from childcare before school starts. The 
program currently hosts 8-10 children per day, with many openings still available. Parents 
interested in learning more about this program are encouraged to contact the YMCA at (309) 
772-3612. 
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Looking Forward to 
Retirement 
Seven district staff members finish their 
final year in Bushnell-Prairie City 
Schools 

The Board of Education, administration, and 
staff offer congratulations and best wishes to 
those staff members completing their final year 
in Bushnell-Prairie City Schools before moving 
forward to enjoy a much deserved retirement.  

We are thankful for the years of service and 
caring provided by . . .  

Math Teacher, Becky Griffith, Classroom 
Teacher, Carolyn Simmons, Math Teacher, 
Theresa Cisel, Classroom Teacher, David Otey, 
Art Teacher, Tim English, Administrative 
Assistant, Mary Martin, and Cook, Bo Graves 
and wish them the best in this next and exciting 
phase of life! Pictured left to right is Carolyn 
Simmons, Mary Martin, Dave Otey, and Becky 
Griffith. 

Thank You 

The Bushnell-Prairie City Board of Education, 
administration, and staff share their gratitude 
to the community for supporting the County 
School Facilities Occupation Tax approved by 
voters in November. 

Initial projections indicate that our district 
should receive over $350,000 per year.  

Revenues generated from this tax will support 
much-needed building improvements in all 
Bushnell-Prairie City Schools. 
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A SMOOTH RIDE FOR B-PC STUDENTS 
Few realize the distances traveled to transport students to and from 
school, in addition to the miles on the road transporting students to 
athletic events and programs. Bushnell-Prairie City School District 
stretches across 132 square miles in 3 counties.  

Our transportation fleet consists of 10 buses, 4 vans, and an activity 
bus and travel over 55,000 miles on morning and afternoon routes, 
over 65,000 miles transporting students to special education 
programs outside the district, and over 23,000 miles to athletic 
events. This is only possible because of the dedication of our bus 
drivers and Transportation Director, Ken VanTine. 
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Strategic Planning 
School Community Develops Long-Term Goals 

Boards of education in Illinois’ public schools are responsible for establishing policy, hiring and 
supervising the superintendent, and providing direction and support. A key element of their ability 
to impact the schools they serve is to engage in the strategic planning process and identify goals 
that will help the district, its employees, and students experience success. 

Board members, community members, district staff, and parents participated in strategic planning 
in January and again in March to review our process and develop the following updated district 
goals: 

Teaching and Learning 

1. Establish a continuum of rigorous and relevant curriculum to promote higher student 
achievement.  

2. Provide professional development to support a continuum of rigorous and relevant curriculum to 
promote higher student achievement.  

3. Increase opportunities for post-secondary career exploration. 
4. Increase opportunities for students to learn vocational and/or trade skills. 
5. Provide supports and resources that promote students’ social and emotional growth, with an 

emphasis on high-risk students. 

Finance and Facilities 

1. Continue fiscally responsible practices aimed at ensuring the long-term viability of the school 
district and its economic impact on the community. 

2. Address the physical needs of school district facilities to enhance the learning environment.
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Combined Operating Funds Tax Rates
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Responsible Spending 
District Fund Balances Improve 

On page one we were reminded of the tireless efforts of our elected school board officials. To see 
what they have accomplished is to understand the real value of their work. Bushnell-Prairie City 
Schools is not alone in worrying about finances as the State of Illinois continues to struggle 
financially, cutting over a million dollars in funding to our schools alone. Even during difficult 
times, school board members have worked hard to contain tax rates and long-term debt. Bushnell-
Prairie City School District has the lowest operating funds tax rate in McDonough County. This is a 
testament to their efforts to not overtax the school community. 

Source: OpenRDA Financial Software Suite 

Despite these challenges, the Board of Education, has worked hard to hire and retain quality 
teachers by offering a regionally competitive salary and benefits, while working to reduce 
unnecessary personnel costs. These efforts have resulted in a decrease in expenditures.

Payroll

$3,100,000.00

$3,200,000.00

$3,300,000.00

$3,400,000.00

$3,500,000.00

2013 2014 2015 2016

Benefits

$544,000.00

$608,000.00

$672,000.00

$736,000.00

$800,000.00

2013 2014 2015 2016

Source: Illinois State Board of Education, Annual Financial Reports

SPRING EDITION APRIL, 2017



School Registration 
Information 
Online registration for students who plan on 
attending Bushnell-Prairie City schools for the 
2017-2018 school year will become available on 
Monday, March 27 and can be accessed by 
logging in to Family Access via Skyward. Checks 
should be issued to BPC School District and 
submitted to your school office. On site 
assistance will be available in the Bushnell-
Prairie City High School Library on Monday, 
March 27, from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm, and 
again on Tuesday, March 28, from 8:00 am to 
12:00 pm. 

REGISTRATION FEES 
Elementary - $75.00 per student  
($40.00 if reduced) 
Junior High - $110.00 per student  
($45.00 if reduced) 
High School - $120.00 per student  
($50.00 if reduced) 

ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION FEES 
$30.00 per sport 
$90.00 individual maximum 
$180.00 family maximum 

School Facilities 
Planning Committee 
In anticipation of receiving revenues generated 
from the County School Facilities Occupation 
Tax, members of the Board of Education, will 
hold meetings and building walk-throughs with 
the Superintendent, Director of Grounds and 
Maintenance, Tony Ackers, and building 
principals.  

They will work throughout the spring to 
identify short- and long-term goals for Bushnell-
Prairie School District buildings and facilities. 
Board members, John McCleery and John 

Oakman who both volunteered for this 
committee, will then provide suggestions and 
recommendations for future work to the Board 
of Education. 

School Calendar 
Approved for 2017-2018 
The Board of Education formally approved the 
school calendar for the 2017-2018 school year 
at their regularly scheduled meeting in March. 

Teachers return on Monday, August 14, 2017 
for 2 days of training and planning time. 
Students will return for their first day on school 
on Wednesday, August 16, 2017. 

Efforts were made to conclude 1st semester and 
finals before releasing students for winter 
break, which is scheduled to begin on Friday, 
December 22, 2017 with students returning 
after the New Year on Monday, January 8, 
2018.  

Barring the need for any cancellations due to 
weather, the anticipated last day of school is 
scheduled for Friday, May 18, 2018. 
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Bushnell-Prairie City School District #170 
845 North Walnut 
Bushnell, IL 61422


