
Name: ___________________________  Date: _________________ 

Antonio Vivaldi 
Birthdate: March 4, 1678 

Death Date: July 28, 1741 

Major Works: The Four Seasons, Gloria 

 Antonio Vivaldi was born on March 4, 1678 in Venice, Italy. 
Vivaldi was a fast learner and was considered a virtuoso by the 
time he was in his twenties. He took a job as a music teacher at 
Ospedale della Pieta, a home and school for orphaned girls.  

 Vivaldi suffered from poor health throughout his life due to 
having asthma. He was a Catholic priest and was nicknamed 
“The Red Priest” because of his bright red hair. Vivaldi was well-
known as an exceptional violin teacher who taught at the 
orphanage for over 30 years. He wrote music for his students to 
perform at every holiday and built up an orchestra and choir 
program. 

 In 1723, Vivaldi composed his most well-known piece of 
music, The Four Seasons. The concertos were loved because they 
portrayed the sounds of nature throughout the various seasons. 
Vivaldi worked for many years for Emperor Charles VI. When 
the ruler suddenly passed away in 1740, Vivaldi was left without 
any income. Finding himself impoverished, Vivaldi eventually 
became sick with an infection and died on July 28, 1741 at age 63. 
His concertos in The Four Seasons are still well-known and 
played by orchestras around the world. 
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Name: _______________________   Date: _________________ 

Composer Activity: Antonio Vivaldi 

1. Antonio Vivaldi was born on 

_________________________ in Venice, Italy.  

2. Vivaldi became a music teacher at the 

____________________________________, a home and 

school for orphaned girls.  

3. Vivaldi suffered from poor health his whole life due to 

having _________________________. 


4. Vivaldi became a Catholic priest at the age of 25 and 

was nicknamed _________________________. 


5. In 1723, Vivaldi wrote his most well known piece of 

music known as _________________________.
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Name: _______________________   Date: _________________ 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
Birthdate: March 31, 1685 

Death Date: July 28, 1750 

Major Works: Brandenburg Concertos, Air on the G 
String, Aria in G 

Biography: 

 Johann Sebastian Bach was born on March 31, 1685, in 
Eisenach, Germany. His father taught Bach how to play violin 
and about basic music theory. The Bach family was filled with 
professional musicians who were employed as church organists, 
composers, and violinists. When Bach was 10 years old, both his 
parents died and he moved in with his brother.  

 While Bach was living with his brother, he learned how to 
compose music, play many different instruments, and learned 
how to copy music by hand! Bach was hired to be a musical 
director and organist for a German duke. Bach began to compose 
his own original music for harpsichord, organ, and clavichord. 
  
 Throughout his lifetime, Bach composed numerous famous 
pieces, including the Brandenburg Concertos, Air on the G 
String, and Aria in G. Bach underwent surgery to correct his 
vision in March 1750. He never fully recovered from the surgery 
and passed away on July 28, 1750 at the age of 65. He is still 
revered as being one of the greatest Baroque composers!  
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Name: _______________________    Date: _________________ 

Composer Activity: Johann Sebastian Bach 

1. Johann Sebastian Bach was born on 

_________________________ in Eisenach, Germany. 

2. Bach’s father taught him how to play ______________.


3. Bach composed music for the harpsichord, organ, and 

_________________________. 


4. Bach composed many pieces of music including:  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________.


5. Bach is still regarded as one of the best 

_________________________ composers of all time.  
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Name: ______________________  Date: _________________ 

George Frederic Handel 
Birthdate: March 5, 1685 

Death Date: April 14, 1759 

Major Works: Messiah, Water Music, Zadok the Priest  

Biography: 
 George Frederic Handel was born in Halle, Germany on 
March 5, 1685. Unlike other Baroque composers, Handel’s 
father was not happy about his son learning music. Handel’s 
father wanted his son to become a surgeon and banned all 
instruments from the house. Handel hid a clavichord in the 
attic and would practice at night when his family was asleep.  

 Handel was very talented at the harpsichord, organ, and 
violin. He also came to love the oboe. Handel went to college 
and studied law, music, and religion. After he graduated from 
college, Handel moved to Italy to work on an opera.  

 In 1710, Handel moved to London, England to be the 
musical master for King George I. While in England, Handel 
composed many of his famous works, including The Messiah. 
He became very famous and his music was played 
everywhere for many years. Handel passed away on April 14, 
1759. His most famous composition, The Messiah, is still 
widely performed around Christmas time! 
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Name: _______________________  Date: ______________ 

Composer Activity: George Frederic Handel 

1. George Frederic Handel’s father wanted his son to 

grow up an be a  _________________________.  

2. Handel hid a _________________________ in the attic 

so he could secretly practice at night. 

3. Handel came to love the _________________________ 

and composed many pieces for the instrument.  

4. In 1710, Handel moved to _________________________ 

and served King George I as a musical director.  

5. Handel’s most famous musical piece 

_________________________ is still widely performed 

around Christmas time.  
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Name: _______________________   Date: _________________ 

Composer Matching 
Directions: Read through each of the facts and match the fact with the 
composers, labeled with an “A”, “B,” or a “C.” Directions: Read through each of the 
facts and match the fact with the composers, labeled with an “A”, “B,” or a “C.”  
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A. Antonio Vivaldi 
B. Johann Sebastian Bach 
C. George Frederic Handel 

1. His father banned all musical instruments from their home. ____ 

2. He worked as a music teacher at a school for orphans. ____ 

3. He went to live with his brother after his parents died. ____ 

4. This composer was also a priest. ____ 

5. He composed The Messiah. ____ 

6. This composer’s family was full of famous musicians. ____ 

7. This composer learned to play the oboe. ____ 

8. This composer wrote the Four Seasons. ____ 

9. He became the musical master for King George I. ____ 

10. He wrote the Brandenburg Concertos. ____ 




