
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
Choose two writing assignment topics, along with their question sets, from the following list for 
each week we are gone from school. Use the writing assignment template that we distributed in 
class. You can answer the questions in the empty area at the bottom of the template page. Pay 
close attention to the rubric that was distributed with your template packet.  
 

1. TOPIC: How could environmental concerns conflict with your desire to improve your 
standard of living? 

QUESTION SET 1 a) Explain the difference between population crisis 
     and consumption crisis. 
b) List the three categories into which most  
     environmental problems fall. 

 
2. TOPIC: Pollution can be intentional or unintentional. Explain and give examples. 

QUESTION SET 2 a) How are ecology and environmental science 
     different?  
b) What are the the two essential components of an  
     experiment?  

 
3. TOPIC: Which is more important, pure science or applied science? Explain your answer. 

QUESTION SET 3 a) List five types of values that could be considered  
    When making environmental decisions. 
b) Give an example of a situation in which  
      environmental values could come into conflict  
      with other values. 

 
4. TOPIC: How might environmental science involve the pure sciences of geology and 

oceanography? 
QUESTION SET 4 a) List some renewable and nonrenewable 

     resources.  
b) Define the term hypothesis. 

 
5. TOPIC: Which is more dangerous, point pollution or nonpoint pollution. Give examples of 

each and explain your answer. 
QUESTION SET 5 a) Why is freshwater considered a limited 

resource? 
b) Give two examples of some things you can do to 
     conserve the world’s water supply? 

 
6. TOPIC: Is the pollution of ocean water any more dangerous than pollution of freshwater? 

Explain your answer. 
QUESTION SET 6 a) Why is point pollution easier to eliminate than 

     nonpoint pollution? 



b) What are pathogens? 
 

7. TOPIC: What difficulties would arise if the United States has to depend on water frozen 
in the polar ice caps for its water needs? 

QUESTION SET 7 a) Where does most ocean pollution come from? 
b) Why is plastic considered an ocean pollutant? 

 
8. TOPIC: Explain how carpooling can help control air pollution? 

QUESTION SET 8 a) What are two factors that contribute to the air 
     pollution problem in Los Angeles? 
b) How has the Clean Air Act reduced industrial air  
     pollution?  

 
 

9. TOPIC: Radon poisoning is an example of “natural pollution” Explain what is meant by, 
and give examples of “natural pollutants.” 

QUESTION SET 9 a) Why might asbestos be more likely to contribute  
     lung cancer in smokers than in nonsmokers? 
b) Describe conditions of a building that is suffering  
     from sick building syndrome. 

 
10. Explain how geography plays a role in the thermal inversions that occur frequently in Los 

Angeles. 
QUESTION SET 10 a) Why is international cooperation necessary to  

     reduce acid precipitation? 
b) What is acid precipitation? 

 
 
 


